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First Day of Chinese School

Ken Chan, Assistant Principal

September 14, 2013 - Orange County Chinese School. Today was the
first day of Chinese school as doors officially opened to fall 2013.

After a warm and humid week, the air was brisk and the sun shined
brightly to start off the new semester.

We had a wonderful turnout as the cafeteria was full of people of all
ages, wanting to learn. As returning and new faces gathered in the
cafeteria, it was wonderful to see the smiles and excitement from each
student. Many of the returning students have grown up so much from
the summer, coming back to school to reacquaint themselves with
familiar friends and teachers. Every new student had a high level of
excitement for their upcoming experience being part of the Orange
County Chinese Association and Chinese School. What truly amazed
me was not one student was nervous or didn’t want to be here today -
this speaks tremendously for the willingness to learn the Chinese
language and culture.

To me, this also represents a bright future for our young children who
will be bi-lingual, carry on the rich traditions of our great culture and
be the generation who will one day, become leaders. The new school
semester will be fun, educational and a lot of hard work. [ implore
everyone to be involved - students to practice and learn as much as
they can; parents/guardians to volunteer in our organization, be
involved with school and the students education.

Wishing everyone a fantastic Chinese school year.
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A successful start of the 2013-2014 school Year

The Chinese school (OCCS) is a premiere Chinese language institute in the Hudson Valley area. The qualified and experienced Chinese teachers create
schedules that allow students to go beyond the classroom and experience Chinese conversation first-hand. OCCS offers group lessons in Mandarin
Chinese, beginner through advanced levels, in small classes that focus on practical, spoken Mandarin that maybe use socially, for work or for travel

We have many more new students this semester and the number returning students is very high. Itis in large part, due to the tremendous effort from
the board of the OCCA and it's members.
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Mrs. Dong - Panda II Class

OCCS School Fastfacts

e  ~Ninty Students
e  Ten Classes (two new ones)
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Ms. Lee - Lervel Three Class

Mrs. Chen - Level Four Class

Mrs. Rao - Level Five Class

Mr. Zou - Adult Class

Dr. Jiang - Level Nine Class
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Hoth Moonlight Melody
reE Lei Rao

Holding her breath, the crescent
unwound the moonlight and sent
away her light, now unbent
casting it to a place distant
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Turning, she sat and made bright

M—Ph, Akting— the silence of a lonely night
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Quivering, her dim shadow

then watched a maple leaf’s sheen
turn vivid yellow from vibrant green
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Mooncake Festival

Jessica Wu

FEAM

Over a thousand years ago, Chinese people began to offer sacrifices to the
moon in autumn. Today, this festival continues to be celebrated. It is known
as the Chinese mid-autumn festival. This festival falls on the fifteenth of the
eighth month of the lunar calendar, when there is a full moon.

Often, mooncake is eaten on the day of the festival. Mooncake is a small,
round pastry with a sweet filling, such as red bean paste, lotus seed paste,
or even egg yolks! This year, the mid-autumn festival fell on the nineteenth
of September. The students of Chinese school were lucky enough to have
the chance to taste mooncakes and have a first-hand experience at Chinese
culture.

The mid-autumn festival is a major Chinese celebration. There are many
meaningful stories and poems about the mid-autumn festival. Each year,
families gather together on this holiday, similar to the way Americans
celebrate Thanksgiving. Supposedly started by the Zhou dynasty, it is in our
hopes that this wonderful Chinese tradition will last for centuries more.
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fished out frogs’ croaks from a
meadow

My hometown opened her eyes wide
revealing sparkling tears inside

then watched a maple leaf’s sheen
turn vivid yellow from vibrant green

Quivering, her dim shadow

fished out frogs’ croaks from a
meadow

My hometown opened her eyes wide
revealing sparkling tears inside
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Upcoming Events

Bear Mountain Hike (& B& L FX35%)
Date and Time: October 12, 2013 from 10:30 AM to 4:30 PM
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OCCA Community News (OCCA # A4t X371H)

Chinese School Celebrates Mid-Autumn Festival Congratulation!!!

{IZMLY (“YuanHang”)
YeE T £IM (Mrs. Lei Rao)
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Central Valley, NY — On September 14", the first day of
the 2013-2014 school year, the Orange County Chinese
School (OCCS) celebrates Mid-Autumn festive.

The Mid-Autumn Festival is the second most important
holiday tradition in China. The festival is held on the 15th
day of the eighth month in the Chinese calendar, during a
full moon. It takes its name from the fact that it is always

Movie Night at Cornwall
celebrated in the middle of the autumn season. On the On September 19, 2013, at
. . 5:30 PM, a Chinese Movie
festival day, family members gather to pray for the night (The Knot, 2% /K i) with
family members and friends who live afar. The moon Dr. Lan Jiang was successfully
. . . . taken place at Cornwall
cake is the special food for Mid-Autumn Festival. People |jprary. This event is co-
sacrifice moon cakes to the moon as an offering and eat sponsored by Cornwall Library
) ) ) and the Orange County
them for celebration. Moon cakes come in various flavors  chinese Association. OCCA
according to the region. The moon cakes are round, has worked very hard this
. i i year to promote Chinese
symbolizing the reunion of a family. People present culture by organizing various
moon cakes to relatives and friends to demonstrate that ;‘:(’:;r‘;‘r’:;ty outreach
they wish them a long and happy life. In 2006, the
Chinese Government listed the festival as an "intangible 013FERE=AEEL2ULE
cultural heritage"”, and it was made a Chinese public 01BFER=ZREELEVUTAA=T - RERLFRET. SWERRLE
holiday in 2008. Mid-Autumn Festival has become THRADRERIER2013FE LXFIHERR, P UFRIEMFREHMKen Chan
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popular in other parts of the world, especially
neighboring Asian countries where it is celebrated in the
same way as in China, while others add their own
customs.
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The third OCCA board meeting was held on September 21%, 2013 between 10:00 to 11:30 AM at
Chinese school. The teacher’s meeting was subsequent held from 11:30 AM to 12:00 PM.
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